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16 March 2020 
    

INTERSCHUTZ 2021: (14 – 19 June): 

 

INTERSCHUTZ postponed by one year – new date in June 2021 

 

INTERSCHUTZ, which was scheduled for June 2020, will be postponed by one 

year. This is the mutual decision of the organizers and partners of the world's 

leading trade fair for fire and rescue services, civil protection, safety and security. 

The reason is the coronavirus, which directly affects both exhibitors and visitors 

of INTERSCHUTZ and requires them to be available for duty at other locations. 

INTERSCHUTZ will now take place from 14 to 19 June 2021 in Hannover. 

 

Hannover. About three months before the actual start of the event, it is now 

certain that the next INTERSCHUTZ will take place in summer 2021. "The people 

who under ordinary conditions would have come to INTERSCHUTZ in June this 

year are precisely those who are most needed due to the coronavirus crisis," says 

Dr. Andreas Gruchow, Member of the Managing Board, Deutsche Messe AG. "As 

INTERSCHUTZ, we are part of the industry. With our decision, we therefore take 

responsibility and provide security in planning". More than 150,000 visitors from 

all over the world attend INTERSCHUTZ. However, in times of pandemic, helpers 

and rescuers are needed to maintain supplies and security. The same applies to 

exhibiting emergency aid organizations or authorities with security tasks whose 

capacities are needed elsewhere. But also exhibitors from the industry are 

directly or indirectly involved in the crisis situation, such as manufacturers of 

protective equipment, suppliers of digital deployment technology or even vehicle 

manufacturers whose customers cannot or are not allowed to visit a trade fair in 
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this situation. "We were on an excellent path – and we are aiming for a strong 

INTERSCHUTZ," says Gruchow. "Under the current conditions, however, this is not 

possible. We therefore would like to wish all the players and the entire 

INTERSCHUTZ community all the best and every strength for the tasks ahead. We 

will see each other in Hannover in June 2021, where we will have the opportunity 

to take a detailed and analytical look at the pandemic – and what we can learn 

from it". 

 

Postponing a trade fair on the scale of INTERSCHUTZ has an enormous number 

of organizational consequences. The 29th German Firefighters' Day will also be 

postponed until next year: "The synergy between the trade fair and the top 

firefighters' meeting is important to us - the postponement is a joint decision," 

explains Hermann Schreck, permanent representative of the President of the 

German Firefighters' Association (DFV). The most important questions arising 

from such a postponement for exhibitors and visitors of INTERSCHUTZ will be 

published in an FAQ on the INTERSCHUTZ homepage. Further questions will be 

clarified via the usual communication channels. 

 

INTERSCHUTZ has a network of strong partners who have also voted for a 

postponement and who will now work with Deutsche Messe to set the course for 

a successful event in June 2021. 

 

Dirk Aschenbrenner, President of the German Fire Protection Association (vfdb): 

“vfdb as a strong supporter of INTERSCHUTZ welcomes the decision. As a network 

of experts for protection, rescue and security, we spoke out without hesitation in 

favor of postponing INTERSCHUTZ after the latest developments. Especially as 

organizers of the non-commercial segment of INTERSCHUTZ, we know that 

thousands and thousands of members of the fire brigades, rescue services and 

disaster control have been waiting for the world's leading trade fair with 

enthusiasm. But we also know that they in particular are sympathetic. After all, 

they will be facing special challenges in their daily work over the coming weeks 
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and months. Our greatest concern is the safety of the population. The 

postponement of INTERSCHUTZ is both responsible and appropriate in view of 

the current situation. We are also aware that even if the situation eases, the 

numerous exhibitors from Germany and abroad will still need sufficient time for 

their INTERSCHUTZ preparations. As vfdb, we will use the remaining months to 

process and communicate this event, which is highly relevant for civil protection. 

As regrettable as the current, unprecedented situation is, we will learn from it. 

And INTERSCHUTZ 2021 will undoubtedly be supplemented by a further topic.” 

 

Hermann Schreck, permanent representative of the president of the German Fire 

Brigade Association (DFV): 

"We were very much looking forward to the 29th German Firefighters' Day and 

INTERSCHUTZ. However, in view of the development of the coronavirus SARS-

CoV-2, maintaining the operational readiness of the fire brigades and rescue 

services has top priority for us in all considerations. The planning for the DFV's 

large joint exhibition stand and the accompanying events will of course continue 

at national and international level.” 

 

Dr. Bernd Scherer, Member of the VDMA Executive Board, and Managing 

Director, VDMA Fire Fighting Equipment: 

“INTERSCHUTZ is the future forum for the firefighting technology industry, an 

industry that produces safety for people. In the current situation, this applies 

even more – to emergency and rescue services, but also to industry. After all, 

manufacturing companies also face ambitious challenges in economic terms, for 

example when proven supply chains are interrupted or production sites are 

affected by quarantine measures. Fortunately, none of this has yet been the case 

for manufacturers of firefighting technology. On the contrary: We are still in a 

unique economic boom phase. Nevertheless, or perhaps precisely because of this, 

we would like to hold an INTERSCHUTZ trade fair in which all forces are 

concentrated on what makes this unique exhibition of our industry so special: 

innovative technology and committed people who are completely dedicated to 
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fire protection and rescue services. We look forward to it – together with you in 

June 2021!” 

 

Michael Friedmann, Head of Group Strategy, Innovation and Marketing, 

Rosenbauer International AG: 

“As a system provider in fire and disaster control, we have been committed to the 

safety of people and the protection of society for 150 years. For Rosenbauer, the 

health of all our visitors and partners, as well as that of our employees, has 

absolute priority. This is why Rosenbauer stands fully behind the postponement 

of the fair. We are certain that the industry's leading fair will be a great success 

in 2021 as well!”  

 

Werner Heitmann, Head of Marketing Fire Brigades and Authorities, Drägerwerk 

AG & Co. KGaA:  

"Our INTERSCHUTZ motto ‘We protect you. At all times.’ also means that we are 

now acting prudently and protecting all those involved in INTERSCHUTZ 

considering the current situation. We therefore support the postponement of the 

fair. The majority of visitors at our exhibit have always been fire brigades and aid 

organizations. As part of the critical infrastructure in Germany, it is essential to 

protect the emergency services to the best of our ability and not to expose them 

to unnecessary risks. The rescue forces must be prepared for action. Furthermore, 

we had planned a very large trade fair team in Hannover – we also have to protect 

them. Health and life always take precedence over all economic interests and 

actions of Dräger. In other words, ‘Technology for Life’.” 

 

About INTERSCHUTZ 

INTERSCHUTZ is the world’s leading trade fair for the fire and rescue services, civil 

protection, safety and security. INTERSCHUTZ presents a comprehensive array of 

products, technologies and services, grouped into six main categories: Fire 

Fighting, Fire Prevention, Rescue Services, Civil Protection, Communications & 

Control Center Solutions, and Protective Equipment. The lead theme for 
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INTERSCHUTZ is “Teams, Tactics, Technology – Connected for Protection and 

Rescue.”  
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